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' HODERN QUEEN OF SHEBA.

EMPRESS OF ABYSBINIA AND HER
PART IN ITALY'S DEFEAT.

Not to the Negue Menelek, but to his remark-
o consort, Empress Taotl, are the Itallans
gebted for the defeat of zll their efforts to
possession of Abyssinla. These efforts
continued without interruption since 1885,

| egtalling the lose of an incalculable amount of
treasure and prestige. No one will ever
exactly how much this attempt to con-

the most fierce and warlike natlon in the

world, and to secure those fertile valleys and
ds of Abyssinia that are defended by
well-nlgh impregnable mountain fastnesses, has
”g[mi!‘- 1t was an enterprise that was doomed

1o fallure from the very outset, and can have

THE EMPRESS TAOTL

peen suggested to the government of King
Humbert ouly by some one who had at heart,
pot the welfare, but the misfortune of lialy.
Yet it cannot be denied that the latter had
pienty of warning of the fate in store for the
yndertaking. Cardinal Massella, for instance,
who spent nearly twenty years of his life en-
gaged in misslonary work in Abyssinia, was
never tired of urging his countrymen to aban-

n so hopeless a project as that of reducing

byesinia into an Italian calomy, and the ex-
perience of many other disinterested travellers
and explorers, ag well as the history
Ethioplan Empire, wera there to show King
Humbert and his Ministers the insane fally of
their enterprise,

A CITY OF DISEASE AND DEATH.

Massowah, ilke Suakim, is e fortified town
gituatsd on a coral island and connected with the
mainland by a long maole or embankment. It is
without exception the hottest place on the whole
of that terrible Red Sea coast. Even In
wintér the thermometer is usually abhove 100
degrzes Fahrenheit in the shade, and ague. fever
and dysentery combine to render the place al-
most uninhabliable to Europsans. Yet here the
unfortunate ltalian troops, many of them youths
fresh from the Alps of the FPledmont, are kept

THE NEGUS MENELEHK
for months together after thelr arrival, under
the pretext of acclimatizing them. Then,

thoroughly enervated and demoralissd by a
prolonged stay In this dreadful pesthole, they
are sent out to stormh the mountaln fastnesses
which guard the approach to the tahlelands of
Abyssinia, fastnesscs that are defended by
hardy mountalneers of abrolutely perfect
physique. These natlves are armed for the most
part with those very same chasseptts which
wers first used by the French troops forming
the guard of Plus IX, at the battle of Mentana,
againet the Itallans under Garlbaldl, every one
of them bearing engraved on the barrel the
armorial hearings of the Papacy.

Massowah was presented by the English to
the Itallans, who certalnly never recelved =
more fatal gift. It i@ scarcely necessary to add
that England had no legal right to give it
away, since it dld not belong to her. Bhe had
sppropriated it, however, along with a number
of other citles and towns belonging to the Bul-
tan of Turkey and to the Khedive of Egypt
Along the Red Bea coast. Finding it Inconven-

lent and awkward to keep, she presented It to |

King Humbert, on the condition that he should
‘I return assist the British forces proceeding
Mgainst the Mahdl, by creating a diversion
Sgainst the latter in the direction of Kassala.
Humbert accepted the gift, hoping to be able

1 establish a great Ttallan colony in the fertlle |
highlande of the Provinee of Boghos. Hls Gov- |

emment had become alarmed by the enormous
fbereass of Itallan emigration to North and
Bouth America, thoroughly realizing that emi-
Srants to this continent are quickly absorbed

it the population of the New World, and be- |

tome totally lost to Italy. It was hoped that
by directing the stream of emigration into an

n colony it might become an additional
Wurce of strength instead of a loss of force to
e Itallan nation.

MABSOWAH IN THE TURKS' HANDS,

Massowah came into the possession of the
Porte after the conquest of Arabla Fellx, and

Used to be governed by a Pacha from Constanti- |

Bople. As the chief port on the African side of
the Red Sea it was the centre of trade between
Atla and the Dark Contlnent. Slaves and every
Bther kind of Africen merchandise found an out-
‘L at Massowah, whence native dhows trans-
Ported them to Jeddah and other ports on the
r_ﬁmll:e Arablan shore. Turkey made several
1 expeditions from Massowah for the pur-
-' Po%e of conquering Abyssinia. In 1866, when,
- ®Wing to Great Britain's intervention in Con-
Santinople, the Sultan ceded Massowah and the

1 Egypt, the Ottoman rule was little more than
Khedive Ismall immediately took steps
10 close the port of Massowah to Abyssinia, act-
In this matter in accordance with the views
the Sultan, as there {8 an old Mahometan
phecy to the effect that the Holy Citles of
and Medina will one day be razed to the
4 d by the Abyssinians, an event which will
 attended by the most disastrous consequences
the followers of the Prophet throughout the
fid. Turks and Egyptians believe that as long
Bthe Abyssinians can be kept out of Massowah
 danger will be averted, since they have no
port from which they can set sail on their

on of destruction.
Magsowah Is the only outlet for Abyssinian
the Negus at once determined to oppose

of thé:

mid- |

! husband

‘Whole of his dominions on the African coast line |

the efforts of Khedive Ismall to close the sea-
port to hi8 pecple. Before he could take &ny
8leps In that direction, however, the English In-
vasion of Abyssinia under Lord Napler took
! place, The British army, composed parily of na-
iti\'e regiments from the Hightands of Hindoo-
Etan, and partly from Bcotch battallons, all well-
Iuenmned men, disembarked on the coast and
| marched without the slightest delay under the
Abyesinian plateau upon which they stormed
| their way. The troops had, therefore, no time
to become subject to the enervating influence of
| the fever-stricken climate on the low-lylng coast
and were fresh and fit for fighting. The Abys-
sinlans fought hard; but at that time they were
| neither =0 well armed nor so thorpughly or-
ganized as they are at present; and, moreover,
the English had taken them more or leas by sur-
prise. Consequently, Negus Theodoros was de-
feated and killed, his stronghold captured, and
hi® son carried off to England, where he dled
soon afterward, the British troops leaving the
country as soon as they had accomplished their
purpose,
THE SUCCESSOR OF THEODOROS,
During th* anarchy that succeeded the de-
feat and death of Emperor Theodoros the Egyp-
tians managed to obtaln possession of the prov-
Ince of Boghos, with Its capltal of Keren, on the
northern froutler. But in 1872 a cousin of
Theodoros, Kessa by name, overcame his ad-
versaries and caused himself to be crowned as
Emperor of Abysnln‘in, thereupon setting to work
to drive the Egyptians out of the country. Two
Egyptian armles were sent against him, and
were massacred almost to the last man, together
with their European officers, who included a
Hungarian count, Zichy; a Danish baron. Mun-
zinger, and a Dutch count, Ahrendrup, brother

|

of the former Governor of the West Indian 1sl- {

and of St
York.

Thomas, and well known In New- |
A third Egzyptian army was thereupon |

sent, consistizg of over 20,000 men, almost en- |

tirely officered by Europeans and Americans,
and under the command of Princs Hassan, with
the late Amerlean General Loring as chief of
gtaff. This army shared the fate of {ts prede-
cesgors, only the American officers and Prince
Hassan escaping with thelr lives. Before the
Prince was released the Negus, remembering
that Hassan was a Mahometan, caused a cross

1o be branded with a hot iron on the palm and |

back of each of his hands. It was for the pur-

pose of hiding these scars that Hassan used al-
| ways to wear gloves bath out and Indoors.
THE EMPRESS TAOTI AFPEARS.

It was about this time that Empress Ta-
otl appeared upon the scene. Llke her present
hushand, who {g her eonsin, she {8 descended In
a direst line from the biblical Queen cf Shelba
and Sciomon the wissst King of the Jews In
common with all the Princes and Princessea of
Abyssinla’s anclent dynasty, she was exiled
by Emperor Theadoros in the early part of the
| sixties, and tonk refuge with her parents at the
| epurt of Gondar, where she made the acquaint-
arce of and fell in love with her cousin, Prince
Menelek, an exile like herselfl.

They were ahout to be married, when Then-

| doros suddenly invited them to his court, as-
suring them not only &f the security of thelr
lives and property. out also of his favor. Com-

plving with hie invitation, they returned, but

| with evil results as far as their mutual attach-

ment was concerned for they had no sooner
presented themselves before Thendoros than he
al=so fell in love with Taotl. and inslsted on mak-
ing her hig wile. giving Menclek one of his own
daughters In marriage.

Empress Taotl, as she had now become, was
subjected te such ili-treatment by her savage
that his death at the storming of
Magdnla some few months later came to her
in the light of a deliverance from unteld misery,
and she qulckly eonsicled herself hy eonferring
her hand and henrt upon a general of the name
of Ualde Gabriel On hig also being killed In
battle a year later, she became the wife of Gen-
eral Tackle Ghiorghis, commander-in-chief of
the army of the King of Tigre Dissatisfied
with the union, she snon obtpined a divorce
from him and then married the Governor of
Egiou, but had not Iived with him mere than
three months before Emperor John caused him
to be thrown into prison and executed Ren-
dered desperate by her matrimonial misad-
ventures, she sought refuge in the Canvent of
Debra-Menl and became A nun. It did not take
long, however, to ennvince her that she was nnt
made for convent life, and accordingly she ob-
tained a dispensation from her vows from the
archbishop or Abounah of Abyssinia. and mar-
ried & man of the name of Zaccaragaginu, whose
only merit seemns te have heen hls wealth, and
| who ill-used her In the most shameful manner,
being accustomed to flu~ her most unmereifully.
Making use of the old-fashloned plea that she
was anxlous “to pay a visit to her mother”
| she managed to get away from him and to take
| refuge in a neighboring provinee, carrying
| gway with her a considerable portion of his
wealth.
| TRUE TO HER EARLY LOVE.

|
| Ephrata provincs in 1582 that she was brought
for the first time Into contact agaln with her
| first lover and fiancé, Menelek, who had mean-
while become King of Shoa. Thelr meeting had
Ilhe effect of reviving all the Infatuation be-
| tween the two, and In spite of his being already
| married, Menelek persuaded the ex-Empress
| Taot! to take up her abode with him. Of course
Menelel's wife, Queen Tofana, objected. But
she was quickly divorced, and her death fol-
lowed the dissolution of her marriage with an
altogether susplelous rapidity. Taotl was thus
left without any rival in the affections of her
lora, and was married to him with imposing
ceremony in 1885, belng at the time thirty-five
years old. Ever since then she has exercised a
marvellous Influence over her husband, who
eonsults her about everything and Invariably
follows her advice. It was due to her clever
| and sagaclous counsels that he formed that sili-
ance with the late Emperor John which
had the result of assuring to him the successlon
to the latter’s throne. And the astonishing
shrewdnesgs with which he has managed for ten
rears past to oppose all the efforts made by the
Itallan Government in the shape of intrigue and
| of armed attack to obtain possession of his
country I8 justly aecribed both by his peaple
and by his foes to the remarkable cleverness of
his dusky consort, Empress Taot!, the "Queen

7 and “the sun and light of Ethiopla.”
s A EX-ATTACHE.

A NEW GILBERT LYRIC.
“THE GRAND

| JULIA'S BALLAD FROM
DUKE."

| Gilbert and Sulllvan's latest operetta, “The Grand
| Duke," was produced In London last evening. The
| performance and Its SUCCEER are described at length

this morning in The Tribune's London cable dis-
| pateh. The following ballad, sung by Julla, the
| herotne, §s of a thoroughly Glibertlan turn in con-
| eeption and execution, and 1s a capital example of

how the witty lbrettist invites characteristic and
| flowing melody from his assoclate:

ow would 1 play this part—
| Pine Grana fuke's bride?
All rancos in my heart
I'd duly hide—
1'4 drive {t from my recollection
And 'whe.m you with a mock affection,
Well cnlr#lll’e?dtn ile;ytgr:e;‘:tr?n—-
That's how 1" 2 o
The Grand Duﬁe'n bride.

With maay a winsome smile
I'd witch and woﬂi
With gay and girlish gulle

d fre ol—
14 mldd:n‘y gu with my caressing,

er first love confessing,
'Ii"{‘tl:.i }?r;!:I “mock” no mortal would be guessing,
With so much winsome wile
1'd witch and woo.

Did any other mald
With you succeed,
Tad |l:§rm the forward jade—

1 would indeed!
¥ ious frenzy agitated
&”mr “Iru?::d of course, be simulated).
1'd make her wish she'd never been created—
Did any other mlid'
With you succeed!

3 uld there come to me,
Aggﬂ:r:ummlrl hence,
In all the childish glee
Of Innocence,
low with beauty vernal,
;}lrhte.:?t“wﬁld hound with joy diurnal!l
Tlis aweet display of sympathy materna:,
Well, that would also be
A mere pretence!

sy bceni o,

h you
That's how I'd piay that part—
hat's hotnd Duke's bridet

It was while llving with her brother in the

SOLDIERS OF ITALY.

ARMY AND
MAKE.

THE MEN WHO MAKE THE
THE ARMY THAT THEY

HOW THE GREAT FORCE HAS BEEN
ORGANIZED-THE CHOICE OF
DIVISIONS OF THE SOLDIERY

BRANCHES OF THE EERVICE.

BUILT UP AND
RECRUITS—
AND

The tecent reverse of Trallan arms carrles with it
& terrible suggestion. It that the modern
European system of supporting an énormous and
expensive army and navy at whatever cost to the
other interests of the country may sap the energios
of the whale poopie, eripple its resources, bring povs
erty and wretchednesz, 1 spread and foster
discontent, and yet fail ntterly 1o accompil#n HE
own object In time of need. This view of the case
would not be so pronounced and so obvious If 1taly
had met her calamity In an encounter with another
natlon which had followed the sames military
methods. If equal and slmiar preparations have been
made on both s!des they must fail in an encounter, on
‘one side or the other, no matter how extensive and
elaborats they are. Hut If the great modern Euro-
pean military system ls worth anything st ali, It
ought to suceeed when a nation that has it fights
agninst & nation that does not have ibL

The very blood and marrow of .the Itallan people
are dralned out of It In order that Italy may pre-
sent a bold front to the world and defy attack or
encroachment on that which would prove hollow
and empty If onece the defending wall were down.
For the military and naval wall ltgelf |8 the whole

or e,

¢ -
T'NIFORM FOR AFRICAN BERVICE

strength of Italy, a pratentious and

sirong and eMcient shell, with no meat inside to
he easvered by the ehell “Every eitizen is a
dter” Is the principle of Ttaly, but 1f there is 7

tng bat a saldler in a country, what s the &
for? It is as if & great foviress were AR ANCITE NA
tion of itself. Tt is & machine bullt for the snle
pose of fighting. for the sale sake

1taly spends perhaps a fifth af
come on ita army and navy—nine or tén times as
much as it spands an put Ll 38T, it nams
only one other item of the expenses to he account

of the figh
it national in-

nE

tion,

ed far. To dn this the peopls are taxed all but
bevond bearing. The fish in the fisherman's net
ars taxed, the signs an the shops are taxed, the
matches that the old woman sells In the strest
are taxed, tha peamant’s crop In taxed hefors It
ripens, and If it falls to ripen it s his loss. The
country s all but bankrupt as & eountry, and the
people as individuals are wreiched heyond bellef

Nowhers alse in the world 1t Is sald, except

In g

some of the very worst sluma of some of tha very |

Inrgest citien, s there guch Aeep and general mis-
ery as among the poor of Naples In other Ttalian
cltles the situation s a little terribile
The peopla love the King, who has shown himeslf
personally brave and falthful and devoted to them
but how they dintrust and hate the Government Is
shown by the conduct of tha mahs In more than
one city when the news came of the defeat of the
army. And all this condition I8 hrought about be-
cnuse Ttaly must Yave the luxury of an army to
vin with those of larger and richer and more pros-
perous nations. Then, If that army |8 Aefeated and

only less

overwhelmed when It fights, what has been gained |

by all the expense and the sacrifice and the suffer.
ing and the wrong?
BUILDING THE MILITARY POWER.
For nearly forty years the wark of hullding up and
perfecting this army has gone on, At first the men

BUGLER, ALFINE REGIMENT.

ohiected to being taken away fram their homes and
from the work of supporting thelr families for mil-
Itary duty. They hid themselves and had to be
hunted out and brought to the places whither thelr
King and thelr eountry rcalled them. Afterward
they found It was of no use to reslst, and they sub-
mitted. Then 1t came to he regarded as A matier
of course, and finally something lke interest was
created. Tt was n solace to the poor, and it did
much to reconcile them to the situntion that the rich
had to be moldiers as well as themselves. There
were other thinga that made them better pleaned
with military service than they had felt inclined to
be nt first, They found themmelves better clothed
and fed than when they were at home and looked
after thome detalls for themselves, The army
fars might be simple or at times even coarse, butl
it was good and regular. Ans for clothes, the young
recruit was dressed in u fine suit, with bright color
and ornamentation, a thing to be admired, and the
best of It was that the uniform belonged to him.
If there was any wear left in it when his term of
active cervice was over, he was at liherty to sell it
to the eontractor for whatever It was adjudged to
be worth, This rule, besldes pleasing the recrult
mightlly, served another good purpose, for the
hope of getting a good price for his clothes when
he should be dons with them inclined him to be
more careful to keep them well. It made him neat
in his habits and he made a prettier show on
parade, Then, again, there aré reduced rallway
fares for the army. The soldler himaelf travels
for about a quarier of the regular rates, and the
other members of his family for about half. It may
be that Italian peasants are not much given to rail-
way travel, but the mere privilege of getting some-
thing at half price Is one that appeals powerfully
to many minds.

Other things fostered the military spirit and
helped the Government to bring its army Into its
present fine condition, for It Is a fine army, in spite
of its defeat, There are military schools at Florencs,

Milan, Naples, Rome and Messina for the training
of ofMcers. For the simpler people, with no hope
and no aspirations to command anybody or any-
thing, but etill good encugh to shoot a little and be
shot at a good denl, there Is the institution of tar-
get practice, Any young fellow likes to have a gun
put Into his hands and to be permitted to shoot At a
mark and to try to hlt it oftener than somebody
#lge. The Government ssts up targets and provides
guns, Bocletles are formed wherever enough mem-
bers can be found, Those who can pay to shoot do
piy, and those who cannot pay shoot for nothing.
Every vear there {4 a big shooting mateh, and prizes
are glven. And so the Itallans have had the mili-
tary spirit cultivated (n them, they have been led up
toward it and encouraged in 1t, and though they
may still see ohjectlons and hardships In i, yet
they have come to accep and the ltallan army
have grawn to be what it Is.

THE THREE KINDS OF SOLDIERS.

Thers are three genera. divislons of the army.
The first |g the regular and permanent army, ready
for any and all duty anywhere and at any time, and
romposed of men of twenty years old and upward,
for it is between the ages of twenty and thirty-nine
that the Itallan vouth Is expected to be ready to
serve his country at call. These are the men of the
First Category. Thaen there Is the Becond Category,
the movab!> militla. This Is & body ready al eall 1o
pocond the afforts of the reguler army. After this
Is the territarial militta, which fa subject te call In
an extremity, and i8 composed, gencrally speaking,
of those who nre for any reason exempt from service
in either of the other two divislons

The chotce of the young men for soldlers is made
by lot. Eazh year the list for the distriet Is made
up and then the names are drawn till the number

perhaps a really | which 18 ta b Jevied In that auarter has been se-
ed This Is for the F ‘ategory Then more

mes are d nd C*ategary., The

ahie mill ip 0! these and of old

saldlers who have thelr share of astive sorvice

Men who are in =4 far vigarous or copatant

military duty go the third division, the least

exncting of the servics.  They may be men in poor

A BERSAGLIER.
health, ar it may be that they are sspecially needed
for ordinary work nt home. Their parents or other

relatives may be old or Infirm and need their sup-
port, or thers may be other speclal reasons.  This |
divislon Includes some airn who have served certaln f
lsngths of time In the higher ones, eight years In
the regular army or four in the movabla miiltla, i
When the young men are thus enrolied as sol- |
diers, the next question 1s that of thelr disposition
In the Army. That Is to say, of those who are on-
rolied In the Hegulnr Army. In this the kind of
men that they are makes some difference, and
where they come from makes some difference. The

young peasant, used to digging and ditching, and
more accustom od as yol to the spade than to the
firearm, Is llkely to he put into the Engineer Corps,
This |8 & branch of the service that has been held of
greatar !mportance of Inte yeara than it was for-
merly, and it has been kep! bually at work with
lurge reaulta. If*the new soldler s a mountainner
he will Hﬂ'ﬂhlhb' ke put in one of the AIF!M regi-
maents, 1ialy has a good deal of mountainous ter-
ritory, sspectally on her frontier, and It Is found
that the manosuvring of troops in rough and hilly
places Is o very different matter from thelr manage-
ment on & amooth parade grouml.  Henoe reglmonts
are especially chosen and trained for this Bt
whiatever other grounds of cholee there may be, |

enre {8 taken that every reglment shall have In it
men from upper, men from centeal and men from
lower Ttaly :I'h-- King wnants to trule one
Italy, not m dozen, or even three. “An Italy
united In every respeect I8 the alm Men from a
slngle provines must not be allowed to atay apart by
themselves.  They must be made to mix with the
men of other proviness They must know one an-
other, learn nnother's ways and habits swnd
words und thoughts, und hecome more and more one |
pronle.

THE S8TRENGTHENING OF THE SERVICE
With ull these means of recruifing soldlems, of
holding them together, aud of muking them loyal

PRIVATE, ENGINEER CORPS.

and comparatively contented, a basia has naturally '

been formed for the Improvement of the whale
the sirengthening of It weak parts.

years, or even lesa,
much developed,
Northern Italy, was

se and

Thus it Is only within twen
that the cavalry branch has
The country, especlally In

I stalne

uneultahle for the operations of eavalry. It was
full of canals, dug for purposes of irrigation, hedges
and Inclosures for crops. Neither were there many
horses in proper tralning and condition. This was
an unnesesasry want, tor the horses of the reglon
about Rome and of Sardinia wanted only a little
care and adaptation te make them excelient animaols
for military use. They were used to live all thelr
lives In the open air, with no shelter of stable or
shed, and they were strong, tough and h.lfdf'. The
came to be regarded as a class by themaelves, an
to be cniled “soldier harses,” When the strengthen-
ing of the cavalry came to be serlously undertaken
these horaes played a most important part in it, and
the bresding of them with Arablan horses was be-
gun, with exeellent reaults,
Artillery has aleo had a rapid development. The
horses were even better for this purpose than for
the cavalry, as they were fine draught animals.
At the same time that the breeding of horses was
improving them for thelr varlous army uses, the

OFFICER, ROYAL PIEDMONT REGIMENT.
equipmient a5 to guns was recelving equal care and
war improving with equal rapldity. This wis tha
caxe with the armaments of fortifications, as well
as with the field artillery.

A PROUD AND POPULAR CORFPS.

An account of the Itallan army would be Incom-
plete without some mention of that remarkable
corps the Rersaglierl. These soldlers are great fa-
a with the public and they are great favorites

with themsolves, No implicatlon that they are not
Justly so is intended. A Berasaglierl wants it dis-
tinetly understaod that 15 one,  He does not want

to he confused In anybody’s mind with the common
herd of the rest of the army. If, hy any chance,
he passes into another hranch of the service, he

takes care to mention, nt pome point of svery con-
versatlon that he ever holde with anybody that he
wie a Borsaglier], A peenliarity of the corps is its
mude of locomotion. This {s Aully rapid, its
orilinary march belng a sort of ‘K trot. In thia
the corps Is absolutely unique, the step being un-
known to any other soldlers In the world. It is fur-

ther distingiished by hig, flaunting plumes of cock’s
feathers. [t has already been mentioned that the
Fiersaglleri are favorites with the populace, and

they are no less so with the authoritias, When the
traaps were sent to Africa in 157 they were fitted
out with new uniforms approprlate to the climate
wh they were to encounter These Included

Stanley helmets, hut the Hergagllesl ware permitted,
ns a mark of speclal favor, to keej their plumes of
cock feathers.

nt in which the army of Italy differs from
¢ enme other European coupntries is that

and equal to
Anches

This, then, Is the army that has been bullt wp

far King Humbert and for Italy. It has been &

mighty work, ~arried through with a clear purposs,

with skill, determination and ensrgy. The soldler
has  bhaan  inereased, irganizad, strengthened,
trained, taught, » I recreated,  What It
haus co niy ha have seen the coun-
try A an o1, and only thaose who have
paid the price can realize. There has been a de-
fent, perhape worse than a defeat, but that in [teelf

doen n prove the ny useless or inefMctent. Italy
wanted this army; she has made it and pald for It
and she has It

4 LIBEL ON TH

THE HORRIRLE HISTORY OF “THE BLOOD COUNT-
ES8" REVIVED BY ITS PERVERSION TO
APPLY TO HER.

Savage as the Abvssinians ara—the late Emperor
John, tn =pite of his Christianity, having been ae-
rustomsd 1o slice off the noses and lips of thoae of
his subjects whom he found making use of elther
snuff or tobaseo—there is no truth in the story elr-
culnted in the French and Itallan press to the
affect that the Empress Taot] s accustomed to
bathe In the blpod of young girls slaughtered for
the purpose, the object being to preserve her wan-
ing beauty. This tale is utterly without foundation,
and !s 8o obviously derived from the life of the
Austrian Countess Nadasiy, who lives In Austrian
history and postry as “Die Biut-Gridfin,'* that it
may be worth while 1o relate briefly the extraordi-

nary crimes of the latter

It seema that in an evil moment the Countess
whose memnory 8 commemorated In Yvienna by the
name of tha “Biut-Strasse’ gplven to a thorough-
fure crossing the site formerly occupled by her
palace, disepvered, as she thought, that human
blond whitened and beautified the skin. From that
sth she stopped at no orime in order to se.
More than two hun-
known to have

E EMPRESS TAOTI.

time fo
cure her horrible cosmetic
dred young and beautiful giris are

JUJUTSOU.

CURIOUS SBTYLES OF WRESTLING PRAG::
TISED IN JAPAN—A "“GENTLE
ART” IN NAME ONLY.

The natlonal athletle exercises of the Japanese ard
few In number, They are not, as a people, fond of
outdoor sports. Cricket and baseball have been In-
troduced, but only a faint enthusiasm s exhibited
for either, the majority condemning both games as
childish or unmanly. Rowing Is coming each year
into greater favor, yet regttas are held by the stu-
dents of only two or three Government schools, the
public)ty necessarily attendant upon such exhibl-
tions being disliked,

There are, In fact, only three kinds of athletfe
exercises In which the Japanese consent to take
part, or which they deem worthy of cultivation.
The first, & kind of polo, is now known to very few
people. It Is a game requiring much skill, constant
practice, & st=ady eye and no mean knowledge of
horsemanshlp. There are few old families in which
this fine sport Is still kept up, for It has always.
been a game patronized exclusively by noblemen op
samural of higher rank.

Then comes kenjutsu, the “sword art,” or fene=
Ing, an athletic exercian of the highest value, and
one which has been developed in a purely natlonal

manner, the whole art being totally different from
what It Is In other countries. The sword is held in
both hands, the attacks and parries are novel and
subject to unusual rules, yet It is an exercise emis
nently calculated to bring every musele of the body
into play, to train the eye and quicken the percept-
lve faculties; for, Japanese swordsmen are wont to
Bay, the secret of success |s to percelve what stroke
the opponent Is about to give before he actually
lunges, or, In other words, to read the opponent’'s
thoughts. Prior to the Restoration, & knowledge of
fencing was vastly more Important than an ae=
quaintance with reading and writing. Every sa-
mural was taught that his trenchant blade was as
his very soul, and even merchants and craftsmen,
such a8 had no right to wear swords, were given to
practising the art as the best form of self-defence.
But since the early years of the Meljl period feno
Ing has gone greatly out of vogue, though it is still
kept up, and In quiet strests one can often hear the
clash of the split-bamboo fencing-sticks mingling
with the ghouts of the combatants.

Yet the art of foncing will never again be what 1§
once was. With the secrbt of forging those matche
less blades of Bizen, the masterpleces of such men
as Masamune and Horlmitsu, the great love for the
art has passed away. It is now practised mostly by
youths who take |t up as a sort of hyglenlc exers
clee, There used to be hundreds of celebrated mas

ters of the sword; at present there are not so many
Bacore,

Thera is, however, one form of athletic sport that
Is still kept alive, and this, In the opinion of the
greatest and most patriotic men of Japan., should
become still more popular and enjoy widespread
fuvor. This Is "jujussu,” literally the “gentle art,”
a misnomer, indeed, If It |3 supposed to imply any
passive condition, for of all athletin exercises it
demands the greatest amount of physical activity,
brings every muscle Into play, and requires years
constant and assiduous practice to beﬂljmdnut,;od. ‘I'E
18, in & word, a kind of wrestling which teaches not
only how to throw, disable or maim an antagonist,
hut which also and in partirular teaches how to be
thrown without Injury, or how seemingly to yleld
10 superior strength and finally to win, or at least to
hold one's own by dint of admirable address, muse
cular suppleness and undaunted courage.

It teaches, first of mil, a remrltr:lgle degree of
presence of mind. There I8 no attack, however
adrolt, which an adept jujutsukee, though of pun
rhyeique. does not know how to meet and narry,
the hiindreds of tricks, twists, turns or falls he has
heen taught prove of no avail, he knows where to
dant a biow which, not given with much force, will
ay his stronger opponent unconsclous or kil him
outrizht here are gecrets taught, after a lon
courae of study, which not only show a qrafona!
knowledge of the physical form. but would even do
credit to a past master of anatomy. The muscles
are so perfectly trained that a blow will fall harm-
less, even In the pit of the gtomach. Jujutsu deals

re-eminently with what would be deemed foul
lows and foul eatches in Western lands. Its pro-
fessors are simply ready to mest any kind of ate
tack, and proceed to any extremity themselves in
order 1o secure B victory. It is a “'gentle art,
therefare, only In 8o far as it teaches those who are
not physically strong to cope successfully with vasts
ly superior force. As such it {s (nfinltely more
sclentifis, more thorough and more wvaluable s
knowledge than any kind of wrestling taught else.
where, though in its principal featurss it has &
markad resemBlance to the Cornish system.

1t i8 generally held that in the early days of the
Ming dynasty a Chinaman named Chin Gen
cama as a political refuzee to Japan and taught
ry-hmsnu of the jujutiu to three samural named
Fukuno, Isobe and Miura, sach of whom founded
A‘;El:rial “;:uﬂ:\i?ln what he had learned. Ot
a say that yama. a physiclan of Nagasak
visited China about 25) years ago, and lhl.t.‘;illﬂﬂli
his sajourn In the latter country he acquired a
knowledge of certain kicks and falls, blows and the
recovering of a man temporarlly suffocated, or of
one from whom life had apparently fled, and that

| finally the whole sy=tem of jujutsu was afterward

developed from these three arts. A third opinion is
that the arlgin of the “"gentle art” dates from myth=
nl'-i:‘.v:g_l time, and is a purely Japanese invention.
Chin Genpin came to Japan In 1654, and died there

| in 1671 all that he taught was several remarkable

| oryu

teen mirdered either by her hande or by those of |

her nurse, Catherine
at her Viennese

lo;
Fierko,

Helen
dwart,

her aged maid,
flenetzky, or her

palace
gary. over three hundred more were put to death.
The total number of her innocent victims, ac-

eording to absolutely official reports, numbered 50
his alarming fgure would have been

girls, and
much latper—as large, indeed, as that attributed
to her by legend—had not the authorities at last
interfered, the Governor of the provinee in which
har caslle was sityated—who, hy-the-way, was her
: in—being charged with the duty of plac.
der arreat, It ems that when he J.«na.
her gpartments tor the purpose he found
no less than throe g peasant T it lw';n
tied to death, their vod e carefully collecte
{n a large tub, into which the dresdful Countess was
about to plunze

or two fomile accomplices wers burned at tha
lILIk:. anl her dwarf broken on the wheel, while
the (Countess herself, h--.rni of too lofty a birth and
anclent lineage to be subjected to ordinary erimi-
nal procedure, Was © sdemned to remain in close
confinement in her glpomy -‘n‘ﬂ'!". dr&}:"c-.’dln; Lo
radition ahe wan there starved to Al
‘ Hir p:r!ralf s shown st the Castle of Zay-U'groos
is that of a singuleriy lovely waman,

n ry. am
ldrl:gff lr’; the purest Renawsance atyle, with &
dreamy, winning smlle great black eyes and
wenith of dusky tresses which enframed the most
dutfonte of stnowy complextons. Uount Francis
Naudusdy, hust fur from checking her
crimes, ratl an eed] them taan u:nnl-rwm-. for
he was w to profess the opinlon, mth_'-.' \'l't‘llll!--l!
in those Javs, that the lower classes were mierely
mennt Lo serve ns pastime and lnstruments for the
nobility, She was bare Iftern when nh:- mur-
| Fled Wim, and was much oted to him. nithough
his name I8 to this ¢ xecrated and cursed
throughout Hungary, th ¢ to the absolutely
tostlal  ferocity and Incredible brutality which

A his otherwise brilllant military career

HE SWUNG HIS HORSE OVER.

From The Anaconda (Mont) Standard.
a well-known ploneer, relates an ad-

i3 onry
\'v-ll‘:tﬂr%} Ir:l.l w out of the usual order. He was
travelllng on a  nagrow trall above the raging
{irande Ronde River, when he cama to o landslide
about tweniy feel poross, that left no trall or even
a niche in the smooth precipitois rovk. The trail
wiis s0 narrow that the horse could not turn back.

Above the twenty-foot break In
of overhanging rock.

He wia trapped.
the trall wias a sharp crag
On his saddle bow was n strong riata slxty feet
tong, and Harry s an exp in the use of It. He
preadied himsslf upen the suddle, swung the rope

over his head, and hurled it high into the atr. 1t
wis settied Armly over the crag. He tried it care.
fully. It was firm. 11l Wile was a new and
strong one, with doubile ol #,  Around the horn
he woumd the rope I urged the horse on to

the edge of the precipies

The talthful beast stood firm,  He would not !l'!#q

aver, but the nder drew up the siack and pulle
with all his power. Inch by inch he drew the
gtraining horse forward til his feet slipped and he

The rider helid hls breath

pwung over the chasm,
nnd the slender

A% he looked at the river hvow
rope above, but he was neross the gap. He sprang
up the trall and tugged at the relna to ald the
horse in gaining his feet, He pulled and the horse
funged up Into the tradl with the chasm back behind.
Mr. Henry rode away anid left his rope dangling for
the uae of the next wayfaver who chanced to come
that way,

-—
A GOOSE FROZEN IN THE LAKE.

From The Mount Sterling (Ky.) Advocate,

One of our farmers was in the city Monday and
to.d of the sudden chiange In  temperature on
Grasay Lick, saying that a goose was on the nond
and before 1t could get to the bank lce formed
around (1 and froze ite featpers so that when
morning came the les had to be broken before
the goose could be taken out. His friends to whom
he told this doubted the farmer's sincerity, but
when another gentleman folned in and sa he
had seen cranes lee-bound in the same way, It was
acceptad as real =

FISH IN AN OLD WELL,

From The Loulsvile Courler-Journal

ers taken out of the recently

#
DA A t'nited States Fish Btation at

i1l on the i
Eﬁ‘“ﬁﬁfm“ﬁ' !l‘:m There were several saamanders,

from an !neb and a half to four
:ﬁﬁrl:"a‘.“ul'fﬁ'iﬂls. These creatures live on land
or water, have human-looking faces, hands and
feet, bulldog head, tail of an eel and of fish.
There wers nlmﬂhue m:mhenh of :l;lr Ps. re-
sembll pen ahrimp, ony much sma.ler.
an ar:‘:alna well and eve

where the creatures come irom.

alone: while at her castle of Cseith, in Hun- |

kicks and faral blows. But a sy=stem of dangerous
falle and deadly hlowe was known under the name
of “takenouchl-ryu’ as sarly as 1532, the founder of
th[ﬂ style being a famous swordsman.

Some of the forms of this art are “kite-rvu.” the
standing and falling style: the “fenshin-shinyoe
ryu,” the willow stvle: and the “shingans
true face style. Moreaver, #ach and every
stvile ireludes the two departments of “satsu” op
“atemi’’ the art of rendering an opponent powers
less, of suffocating, laming or otherwise putting
h!m hors de combat: and "katsu," the art of ree
;lv!r?q an unconsclous persan, or one apparently

AR,

In hoth these departments really marvellous things
are taught, many of which would surprise even
medical adepts, Bono-—m-ﬂ!.’:f. after a pecullar a
!i-"rr.'r fashlon, Is also included in the mysteries
the art

PROTECTION FOR STRIPED BASS.

ACTION BY THE LEGISLATURE PROPOSED TO PREB
VENT THE EXTINCTION OF A MUCH-
PRIZED GAME FISH.

A bill will soon be Introduced in the Legislature
having for its object the protection of striped bass.
It it goes through, no striped bass must be caught
between the first day of December and the first day
of June, nor will any of the fish be allowed In the
markets, Bome legislation of the kind {a rendered
necesaary by the alarming decrcase In the numbers

| of this game fish in New-York waters.

The fshing clube of New-York, Brookiyn and ade
jacent towns have a total membership not far
short of 20,000, In addition to these there are the
thousands of psopla who fish in the waters around
Now-York during the summer. Anything affecting
the striped bass, the most prized fish caught in this
locality, 18 of considerable Interest to all fishermen,
The members of the fishing clubs, who are many

L of them men of Influence, are all in favor of the

new bl

Artificlal eultivation of striped bass Is exceedingly
diffleult, The fish are not plentiful enough here
during the spawning season to make It possible to
gatner eggs enough to start artificlal propagation.

| When L. D. Huntington was president of the New-

| and forwarded to New-York. Unfortunat

| largely to thin out the striped bass.

York State Flsh Commission two years ago, he
made a strong effort to replenish the supply around
New-York Clty, The fish are plentitul o North
Carolina, and spawn there in May, one month
carller than they do here.  Arrangements were
made 1o have a quantity of figh hatched out thers
. Bevere
freshets In the rivers washed the fish out Lo sea,
and the catch was too meagre to make It worth
while to strip the eggs.
The dumpitg of girbage has undoubtedly helped
y thins ferdgn The net fishers
however, for the grow-
Iruring November It 8
and great quan-
It the net fishing

meén are chiefly responsible,
ing scarcity of the fl=h. 1
always found In the North River
titles are caught in fyke nets

| were stopped for a time, and the spawning season
| Were stopped for @ U A ehing, the fah would

soon begin to multiply.

It |-“no: a migratory fish, but stays all ita If
in & comparatively limlted area. The catching o
o female fish durl the spawning season means
the oss of from 100,000 to 1000000 epgs. From this
Etent number of egks few fish come to maturity,
As the enemies of the spawn aré many, and a
young bass has an extremely exclting existence
until it is old enough to take care of (tself,

—_——
EARNING A REWARD,

From The Rirmtngham P:;l-

A certain Bonelil, singled out by fate to
to the world the utter ln-:gnlllum of m
resolve, being regarded by the whole province in
which he lived us a model for the rest of mank
according to (he view of human virtue taken
Hocognano, le the hero of the tale. This man, on
being told that a heavy reward had been offered
tor the capture or “destruction’ of the bandit
Cappa, who had become the “w"f. of the country,
jonded his gun, want out on the Instant, and sl
down the beggar of the ¢lllage, who was known te
pass through a lonely path at a certain hour of the
day. He then set fire to the corpse of the d
and went to the authorities to clalm the reward,
but even before he had touched the hlood-
thus earned, the bandlt Ceppa himself ap .,
and forthwith the judges, seance tenante, pro-
nounced judgment against Eonelll, All this has
just taken place In Corsiea. The jury condemned
the traitor Bonelll to the gulllotine for the murde:
of the r mendicant, who had been much be!ev.i
throughout the whole country.

PR

AMONG THE IMMORTALS,

It is | From The London Literary World.
body wants to know ‘.!lr. Alfred Austin |s nmong the latest additiond

Tussaud's exhibition,



